






Over the calm, blue waters of the Caribbean Sea, a cruise 
ship is sailing towards the Caribbean Islands.   

It is a warm and sunny day. 

CARIBBEAN 













Meanwhile, a cross the Atlantic in the Caribbean, 
Donna and her brothers have finished breakfast and 

they are on their way to school. They have not yet 
heard about the earthquake or tsunami in Lisbon. 

Caribbean… 





 
 

BREAKING NEWS! 
 
A tsunami watch is in effect 
for the Caribbean Islands 

The Scientists at the PTWC in Hawaii issue a Tsunami 
Watch to all the Tsunami Warning Focal Points (TWFP) 
in each Caribbean Island.  These Focal Points then send 
the message to the National Disaster Office and they use 

the radio and television to tell everyone to prepare 
because a tsunami may be on its way. 

 
Now everyone 
knows about the 
Portugal 
earthquake and 
tsunami.  Even 
Donna’s parents 
know that a 
tsunami may be 
on its way. 







The tsunami crossing the Atlantic from Angelo’s 
home in Portugal is a distant one and is sometimes 
called a “tele-tsunami”.  It will give the people of 

the Caribbean, like Donna’s family at least six hours 
after the earthquake in Portugal to go to higher 

ground and seek shelter. 

Caribbean 



The Caribbean 



The Captain of the Cruise 
ship in Caribbean waters has 
heard about the tsunami on 
his radio, but nobody on the 

ship can feel the waves as 
they are very small in Deep 

Ocean. The tsunami also 
cannot be seen by planes 

from the air. 



But, as the tsunami approaches the Caribbean it 
becomes dangerous. 



The Caribbean 

This is when the tsunami can become very 
dangerous.  A small wave only 30 

centimeters (cm) high in the deep ocean can 
grow into a 30m high monster waver as it 
sweeps over the shore of the various islands 

in the Caribbean. 



The scientists calculate that the first wave of the 
tsunami will reach the Caribbean islands at about 2 

o’clock in the afternoon, 
just six hours after then 
earthquake took place in 
Portugal.  





Beaches and low-lying areas along the coast of the 
islands are in the tsunami flood zone. 







The Cruise Ship in the Caribbean does not pull into any 
port.  It will remain out on the Ocean where it will be 

safe. 

The Coast Guards of the 
various islands, their 
fishermen and boat owners 
take their boats out to sea 
to where the water is very 
deep.  They won’t be 
harmed there by the 
tsunami. 

Boats won’t return until it is safe and the National 
Tsunami Focal Point gives the “ALL CLEAR” signal. 





While she waits for the tsunami to come, Donna thinks 
about her cousins in the other islands. 





At 2pm the first tsunami waves arrives.  Around 
some parts of islands, coral reefs help to break the 
force of the tsunami. 



When the tsunami waves become small and cannot 
cause any damage, the Tsunami Warning is cancelled.  
Everyone must still wait for the National Tsunami Focal 
Point to give the “ALL CLEAR” signal that tells them it is 
safe to return to their homes and offices. 

Donna was glad that no one was hurt.  They were 
prepared and left the danger zones when they heard the 
tsunami warning.  People now work to repair their 
buildings so life can return to normal. 
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